Approval of Biden Drops in New Hampshire Amid Afghanistan Woes But Majority Agree With Decision to Withdraw 8/24/2021 by UNH Survey Center
August 24, 2021
APPROVAL OF BIDEN DROPS IN NEW HAMPSHIRE AMID AFGHANISTAN WOES BUT MAJORITY AGREE WITH DECISION TO WITHDRAW
DURHAM, NH - Six in ten New Hampshire residents disapprove of President Biden's handling of foreign affairs and for the first me, a
majority disapprove of his overal job performance. Most Granite Staters say he is at least somewhat to blame for the takeover of
Afghanistan by the Taliban while others also blame the Afghan government and former U.S. presidents. Despite this, a majority support
Biden's decision overal to withdraw from Afghanistan.
These findings are based on the latest Granite State Pol*, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. Nine hundred
and seventy-seven (977) Granite State Panel members completed the survey online between August 19 and August 23, 2021. The margin
of sampling error for the survey is +/- 2.7 percent. Data were weighted by respondent sex, age, educaon, and region of the state to
targets from the most recent American Community Survey (ACS) conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, as wel as party registraon levels
provided by the NH Secretary of State and 2020 elecon results in NH. Granite State Panel members are recruited from
randomly-selected landline and cel phone numbers across New Hampshire and surveys are sent periodicaly to panel members.
Presidenal Approval
President Joe Biden's approval rang in New Hampshire has declined markedly since the takeover of Afghanistan by the Taliban: 44% of
Granite Staters currently approve of Biden's performance as president, 54% disapprove, and 2% are unsure. Biden's net approval rang
(the percentage who approve minus the percentage who disapprove) among Granite Staters is -10, down from +1 in July but higher than
President Trump's net approval rang in August 2017 (-21). Biden's net approval rang is +91 among Democrats, -63 among
Independents, and -93 among Republicans.
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Approval of President Biden's Job Performance
* We ask that this copyrighted informaon be referred to as the Granite State Pol, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center.
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U.S. Withdrawal from Afghanistan
Despite the drop in approval of his overal job performance, more than half of Granite Staters (53%) strongly (25%) or somewhat (28%)
support Biden's decision to withdraw al U.S. military forces from Afghanistan. Only four in ten (40%) are strongly (22%) or somewhat
(18%) opposed to Biden's decision to withdraw, 4% are neutral, and 3% are unsure. Three-quarters (75%) of Democrats support Biden's
decision to withdraw but only 38% of Republicans and 34% of Independents support his decision.




































Approval of President Biden's Handling His Job as President - Change from July 2021 to August 2021
Self-described moderates are less likely than in July (-16 percentage points) to approve of Biden's handling of his job.
Residents aged 18 to 34 (51%) and those aged 65 and older (58%) are more likely than those aged 35 to 49 (33%) and those aged 50
to 64 (36%) to approve of Biden's handling of his job.
Fiy-six percent of women approve of Biden's job performance but only 31% of men approve.
Only 24% of respondents with a high school degree or less and 47% of those who went to technical school or have some colege




































































Support or Oppose Biden's Decision to Withdraw from Afghanistan - August 2021
Overal, only 36% of Granite Staters say that they approve of Biden's handling of foreign affairs, 60% disapprove, and 5% are unsure. Net
approval of Biden's handling of foreign affairs (-24) has falen dramacaly since July (+2). Three-quarters (75%) of Democrats approve of
Biden’s handling of foreign affairs but only 16% of Independents approve, down from 51% in July, and only 2% of Republicans approve,
an al-me low.
When asked whom they blame for the Taliban's takeover of Afghanistan, 88% of New Hampshire residents say that the Afghan
government bears a lot or some of the blame for this occurrence, while 71% say that President Biden bears a lot or some of the blame.
Among former Presidents during the Afghan War, just over half say that former President George W. Bush (58%), former President
Donald Trump (53%), and former President Barack Obama (53%) bear a lot or some blame for the Taliban's takeover of the country, while
51% say that the Afghan people bear a lot (24%) or some (27%) blame. Others blame the Afghan military, Pakistan, former Vice President
Dick Cheney, or former Secretary of State Mike Pompeo.
Democrats, Independents, and Republicans are about equaly likely to blame the Afghan government and people, but responses differ by
party when asked how much they blame President Biden and past presidents. The vast majority of Republicans (93%) and Independents
(85%) blame President Biden a lot or some for the Taliban's takeover of Afghanistan, but only 45% of Democrats feel like this way. On the
other hand, most Democrats and Independents blame former Presidents Trump and Bush a lot or some for this outcome, but only about
one-third of Republicans blame them.
Approval of President Biden's Handling of Foreign Affairs










































































A lot Some Only a little Not at al Don't know/Not sure
How Much Blame for Taliban's Takeover of Afghanistan - August 2021
U.S. Heading in Right Direcon or On Wrong Track
Only 32% of New Hampshire residents believe that things in the United States are headed in the right direcon, 59% believe things are
seriously off on the wrong track, and 9% are unsure. The percentage of Granite Staters who say the country is on the wrong track (59%)
has increased slightly since July (54%).













George W. Bush Barack Obama Donald Trump Joe Biden
Right Direcon or Wrong Track
Right direction Wrong track Don't know/Not sure
More than half (58%) of Democrats say the country is headed in the right direcon, down from 80% in March. Forty-three percent of
Independents and only 2% of Republicans feel the country is headed in the right direcon.














George W. Bush Barack Obama Donald Trump Joe Biden
Right Direcon - by Party ID
OVERALL Democrat Independent Republican
Granite State Pol Methodology
These findings are based on the latest Granite State Pol, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. Nine hundred
and seventy-seven (977) Granite State Panel members completed the survey online between August 19 and August 23, 2021. The
margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 2.7 percent. These MSE's have not been adjusted for design effect. The response rate for
the August 2021 Granite State Pol is 31%. The design effect for the survey is 2.7%.
Data were weighted by respondent sex, age, educaon, and region of the state to targets from the most recent American Community
Survey (ACS) conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, as wel as party registraon levels provided by the NH Secretary of State and to
2020 elecon results in New Hampshire.
The Granite State Panel is part of an effort by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center to invesgate new ways of gathering and
understanding the opinion of New Hampshire residents. Approximately 6,750 New Hampshire adults were recruited from randomly
selected landline and cel phone numbers to parcipate in the panel. Panelists are then asked to parcipate in online surveys sponsored
by the UNH Survey Center.
The number of respondents in each demographic below may not equal the number reported in cross-tabulaon tables as some
respondents choose not to answer some quesons. Due to rounding, percentages may not sum to 100%.











































Voted for other 2020 candidate



























































































Approval of President Biden's Job Performance
Generaly speaking, do you approve or disapprove of the way Joe Biden is handling his job as president?
Support or Oppose Biden's Decision to Withdraw from Afghanistan
Do you support or oppose Biden's decision to withdraw al U.S. military forces from Afghanistan?
How Much Blame for Taliban's Takeover of Afghanistan - President Biden
As you may know, in recent weeks the Taliban has taken over Afghanistan. How much, if at al, do you think each of the folowing
people or groups should be blamed for this outcome? President Biden




How Much Blame for Taliban's Takeover of Afghanistan - Former President Trump
As you may know, in recent weeks the Taliban has taken over Afghanistan. How much, if at al, do you think each of the folowing
people or groups should be blamed for this outcome? Former President Trump




Approval of President Biden's Handling of Foreign Affairs






































How Much Blame for Taliban's Takeover of Afghanistan - Former President Obama
As you may know, in recent weeks the Taliban has taken over Afghanistan. How much, if at al, do you think each of the folowing
people or groups should be blamed for this outcome? Former President Obama
How Much Blame for Taliban's Takeover of Afghanistan - Former President Bush
As you may know, in recent weeks the Taliban has taken over Afghanistan. How much, if at al, do you think each of the folowing
people or groups should be blamed for this outcome? Former President Bush
How Much Blame for Taliban's Takeover of Afghanistan - The Afghan people
As you may know, in recent weeks the Taliban has taken over Afghanistan. How much, if at al, do you think each of the folowing
people or groups should be blamed for this outcome? The Afghan people
How Much Blame for Taliban's Takeover of Afghanistan - The Afghan government
As you may know, in recent weeks the Taliban has taken over Afghanistan. How much, if at al, do you think each of the folowing
people or groups should be blamed for this outcome? The Afghan government















































































































































































































































































































































































































U.S. Heading in Right Direcon or On Wrong Track
Do you think things in this country are generaly going in the right direcon or are they seriously off on the wrong track?
Approve Disapprove Neither/DK
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Support or Oppose Biden's Decision to Withdraw from Afghanistan
Approve Disapprove Neither/DK
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Approval of President Biden's Handling of Foreign Affairs
A lot Some Only a little Not at al
Don't know/Not
sure
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How Much Blame for Taliban's Takeover of Afghanistan - President Biden
A lot Some Only a little Not at al
Don't know/Not
sure
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How Much Blame for Taliban's Takeover of Afghanistan - Former President Trump
A lot Some Only a little Not at al
Don't know/Not
sure
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How Much Blame for Taliban's Takeover of Afghanistan - Former President Obama
A lot Some Only a little Not at al
Don't know/Not
sure
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How Much Blame for Taliban's Takeover of Afghanistan - Former President Bush
A lot Some Only a little Not at al
Don't know/Not
sure


















































Voted for other 2020 candidate























































































































































































































How Much Blame for Taliban's Takeover of Afghanistan - The Afghan people
A lot Some Only a little Not at al
Don't know/Not
sure
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How Much Blame for Taliban's Takeover of Afghanistan - The Afghan government
Right direction Wrong track Don't know/Not sure
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U.S. Heading in Right Direcon or On Wrong Track
